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Planning and Transport Committee Meeting 
Monday 16th June 2014
At 7.30pm in the Village Hall
Minutes

Present: Cllr L Britt, Cllr C Beglan, Cllr P Heeley, Cllr T Cook


Members of the public: two


Clerk: Rebecca Luckin

1. Apologies for absence 
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Turley (holiday).

2. Declarations of interest and dispensations
Cllr Britt declared an interest in item 10 - Corner Cottage.

The meeting was adjourned to allow a member of the public to speak
A resident on the Storrington road expressed concern at proposed lighting around the altered highway layout and at the development in John Ireland Way.  Concern was also expressed regarding the removal of the footway adjacent to the south side of the A283 that would require pedestrians to use two new pedestrian crossings when walking between Chanctonbury Lodge and the Washington Roundabout.  

Councillors advised that Washington Parish Council had raised concerns at the commencement of the application regarding street lighting and changes in highway layout.  Representation had been made by Heath Common Residents Association also.  The lighting on the A283 will be required in order to highlight pedestrian crossings, traffic islands and the junction with John Ireland Way.  Lighting within the development had yet to be agreed, but Councillors have requested low impact, ‘down’ lighting.  A footway on the north side of the A283 will serve the greatest number of residents.  The Clerk has contacted Jon Forster, WSCC Rights of Way Officer, to ask if a legal right of way has been established on the southern side of the A283, since the footway has been in use for over 20 years.  The meeting was reconvened 

3. Approval of the Minutes of the last Planning & Transport Committee meeting 
Following amendments made by the Clerk, the minutes of the meeting of 19th May 2014 were agreed as being a correct record of the meeting and duly signed by the Chairman.

4. To consider planning applications and consultations:

WSCC/104/13/SR - Washington Sand Pit, Hampers Lane - The continuation of mineral extraction for a two year period and the importation of inert material over a five year period only, to enable the restoration of mineral working at Washington Sandpit for the long term benefit of the Sandgate Country Park.  
The Clerk read an e-mail of concern from a nearby resident.  Cllr Heeley read a letter from Sam Dumbrell (WSCC) to the applicant, Britannia Crest.  Councillors were of the opinion that the number of HGV movements had been seriously underestimated.  Noise resulting from the proposal, would have an impact upon neighbours and mitigation measures would be required.  Cllr Britt was concerned that no maintenance plan existed for the proposed country park.  Councillors agreed that they would continue to strongly object to proposals and are of the opinion that the concerns of local residents should be addressed, projected HGV movements should be realistically calculated, the issue of noise nuisance required reduction measures and potential problems with the junction of Hamper’s Lane and the A283 should not be underestimated.  The Clerk will draft a letter of response for Cllr Heeley’s consideration.

DC/14/1174 - Glen Cottage Hazelwood Close - Extension to rear elevation.  Cllrs Heeley, Beglan and Cook had visited the property and advised that the proposed extension would replace an existing conservatory.  Councillors agreed no objection.

Consultation - Draft Broadbridge Heath Quadrant Supplementary Planning Document – Public Consultation – extended to 20th June.  Councillors had offered their support to Broadbridge Heath Parish Council if required. No response received from BBH.

5. Enforcement issues update
Flags at John Ireland Way – The Clerk reported that HDC Enforcement had required an application to be submitted by 6th June and had now referred the case for enforcement action.

6. To receive planning department decisions
None to report.

7. Appeals
None to report.


8. Transport issues

A283 Highways works – concern has been expressed by owners of Chanctonbury Lodge regarding removal of footway on the south side of A283 (to be replaced with 2 pedestrian crossings), proposed street lighting on the section of the road and proposal to ‘tap into’ improved drainage system by Chanctonbury Lodge.  Kevin Luter (WSCC Highways Implementation Team) had responded to concerns.  

Councillors agreed that they should ask for a review of the speed of vehicles on the A283 between Water Lane and the Washington Roundabout, with the intention of requesting that the speed limit be reduced to 30mph for the entire length.  The Clerk contacted Storrington Parish Council to suggest that councils work together on the request.  S&S Parish Council will discuss at their Full Council meeting of 25th June 2014.

Newhouse Lane / Rock Road Junction – The Clerk confirmed that WSCC had removed a tree that was reducing visibility for those exiting the junction.  Further vegetation will be removed by property owners.

Speed limit reduction – has been approved by the CLC and should be completed in the current financial year (as confirmed by CLC Chairman Cllr David Barling 11.06.14).  The proposal is currently on the TRO list, further surveys and assessments are taking place.  30mph will be in force from the junction with the A283 to Stocks Mead.

A283 Pedestrian crossing – At the CLC meeting of 11th June, Cali Sparkes confirmed that it would not be possible to provide exact quotes for both solar and powered VAS options, and advised that Washington PC should contact a Design Consultant directly in order to progress the project.  Councillors discussed the situation and agreed that the Clerk should obtain contact details of Design Consultants from Cali Sparkes, and obtain an estimate for design services.  At the Full Council meeting of 7th July, Councillors will consider whether to directly employ a Design Consultant to obtain accurate costings of both solar and powered options or whether to instruct WSCC to proceed with the lower cost, solar option.

A24 Bus crossing gap – the Clerk has advised the West Sussex Police Commissioner and Cllr Circus that Councillors wish to see the illegal use monitored in some way.

9. Neighbourhood Plan
Focus Group leaders have drafted 75 words to be included in the State of the Parish Report.  The Economy & Business Group have finalised their survey e-mailed it to local businesses.  Younger adults are being targeted with a condensed survey being sent out via schools.  The Clerks have attended a briefing on the online mapping tool – www.Community21 which could be used as an evidence base for the Neighbourhood Plan.  The Steering Group will receive a presentation from AirS on the State of the Parish Report on 17th June 2014.


10. Any other Planning and Transport issues:
Rock Quarry - Planning Committee members met with Mr Rick Goring, Julie Wilkinson (Ex - WSCC Minerals and Waste), Steve Dudman and a Planning Consultant on 21st May to discuss future options for the sandpit.  (Minutes provided by Julie Wilkinson attached).  Wiston Estate had asked for Washington Parish Council’s input in planning for the future, in order that Councillors could suggest options for the use of the sandpit following infill with inert waste.  A further meeting with the Wiston Estate and Julie Wilkinson will take place when Councillors have discussed options for future use.  The meeting could be followed by a public meeting.  Councillors would like to see reference to the purpose and principles of the SDNP.  The Clerk will ask the Wiston Estate if they have consulted with WSCC, since recent discussion did not refer to a restoration of plan of 20 years previous that included a lake or water feature to encourage wildlife.  

WSCC invitation to a Public Event regarding Oil and Gas Exploration and Extraction
West Sussex County Council organised a free drop-in session on Saturday 21 June at Pulborough Village Hall. The event will run from 9.30am to 4.00pm.  Cllr Whyberd will attend and report back.  

Visit to Corner Cottage by a member of the Planning Committee – Cllr Cook confirmed that the Coach House was used for accommodation before Cllr Horwood purchased the property and that he had only redecorated.  No change of use to any room in Corner Cottage had occurred.  In the bathroom, the shower had been replaced with a bath.  Heritage paints had been used for redecoration.  Damp issues had been addressed.  Modern radiators replaced with Victorian.  Fallen plaster work has been replaced.  Councillors agreed that the matter had been discussed at length and that Cllr Cooks report addressed any concerns regarding internal works.  No further discussion regarding Corner Cottage or The Coach House would take place.  

Notification of Planning applications - Manny Singh, HDC Planning Department,  advised that following concerns raised by Parish Councils, there would be a change in the process of notification of a planning application to Parish Councils – notification will be sent out and the consultation period will commence when the application appears online and not before.  

The meeting closed at 20.43pm
Signed: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Date: 24th July 2014

Chairman
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